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Understanding the Legal Landscape and Who This
Guide Serves

Understanding Fintech, Blockchain, and Cryptocurrency Law

Fintech law governs businesses offering financial services through innovative technologies.
Blockchain law addresses legal frameworks for decentralized technologies, protocols, and
applications. Cryptocurrency law covers regulatory compliance related to digital assets,
including token offerings, exchanges, and custody solutions.

Key areas include:

e Federal and state regulatory compliance (FinCEN, State MTLs, SEC, CFTC)
e Data privacy and consumer protection

e Intellectual property protection

e Transaction structuring and securities compliance

e Cross-border legal considerations

Who Should Use This Guide?

This guide is for:

e Startup founders launching fintech or blockchain ventures

e Crypto exchanges, OTC desks, and liquidity providers

e Non-custodial/custodial wallet providers

e Bitcoin ATM operators

e NFT platforms and marketplaces

e DAOs needing entity structuring and governance frameworks

e Investors and VCs conducting due diligence on fintech and crypto startups

If your business operates at the intersection of finance and technology, this guide is for you.



Common Legal Challenges and How Cogent Law

Can Help

Common Legal Challenges

Regulatory Uncertainty

Global regulators approach fintech and
crypto businesses differently. Understanding
whether your digital asset is a security,
commodity, or currency is critical.

Licensing Requirements

Depending on your services, you may need
to register as a Money Services Business
(MSB) with FinCEN, or obtain state-specific
licenses such as money transmitter licenses.

AML/KYC Compliance

Anti-money laundering and know-your-
customer laws are mandatory for most
financial service providers.

Consumer Protection

Data privacy laws (e.g.,, GDPR, CCPA) and fair
lending regulations must be adhered to
when handling consumer information.

Intellectual Property Risks

Protecting proprietary algorithms, branding,
and technology through patents,
trademarks, and trade secrets is essential.

Smart Contract Enforceability

Automated agreements need to be
reviewed for legal enforceability and
compliance with consumer protection laws.

How Cogent Law Can Help

At Cogent Law, we offer multidisciplinary
expertise tailored to the fintech, blockchain,
and crypto sectors:

e Regulatory Compliance: FInCEN, SEC,
CFTC, and state laws

e Securities Opinions and Offerings:
Assessing if your token is a security

e No-Action Letters: Reducing enforcement
risk by clarifying regulatory positions

e Contract Drafting: For partnerships,

technology deals, and B2B/B2C
engagements

¢ Intellectual Property Protection: Securing
patents, trademarks, and copyrights

e Corporate Structuring: Formation,
governance, and operational strategy

e Transactional Support: Mergers,
acquisitions, and joint ventures

e Fundraising Guidance: Navigating
securities regulations for capital raises

e Banking Relationships: Assisting with
securing compliant banking partnerships

e Ongoing Advisory: Acting as outside
general counsel for long-term support



Working with Cogent Law: Services, Benetfits, and
Next Steps

Key Legal Tools and Services

e Security Token Opinions and Offerings: Clarify if your token is subject to securities
regulations

e Title 31 Representation: For federal compliance in crypto transactions
e Intellectual Property Strategy: Protect your proprietary blockchain innovations
e Privacy Policies & Terms of Service: Compliant documentation for B2C platforms

e Fund Formation & M&A: Structuring investment vehicles and growth transactions

Benetfits of Hiring Cogent Law

e Strategic Regulatory Navigation: Avoid fines, penalties, and shutdowns

e Risk Mitigation: Identify and address legal vulnerabilities proactively

e Operational Confidence: Launch and scale your venture with solid legal foundations

e Investor Readiness: Ensure compliance to attract venture capital and strategic partnerships

e Ongoing Support: Stay ahead of changing regulations and market trends

Our team combines legal acumen with deep industry insight, providing tailored solutions that
support innovation and growth.

What to Expect When Working With Us

1. Initial Consultation: We review your business model and identify legal risks and
opportunities.

2. Customized Strategy: We develop a roadmap for compliance, contracts, and corporate
structuring.

3. Transparent Pricing: Flat-fee options and clear scopes of work for predictable legal costs.

4. Collaboration: Ongoing partnership to support your growth as regulatory landscapes
evolve.

5. Proactive Updates: We keep you informed about legal developments impacting your
business.

6. Availability: Attorneys that answer the phone when you call.



Frequently Asked Questions

Do I need to register my crypto business with regulators?
It depends on your activities. Cogent Law can evaluate your business model and advise on
required registrations and licenses.

Are all tokens securities?
No, but some are. We provide Security Token Opinions to help you understand your obligations.

Can my DAO be a legally recognized entity?
Recognition varies by jurisdiction. We help with structuring and compliance wherever your DAO
operates.

How can | protect my blockchain technology?
Through patents, trademarks, and trade secrets. We assist with applications and enforcement
strategies.

What legal documents do | need?

At minimum: Terms of Service, Privacy Policy, and EULA. Depending on your model, you may
also need partnership agreements, investment documents, AML/KYC/CFT documents or data
security policies.

Final Thoughts

The fintech, blockchain, and cryptocurrency industries offer unprecedented opportunities—
but also significant legal and regulatory challenges. Working with experienced legal counsel
ensures that your business can innovate, scale, and succeed within the bounds of a
complex and rapidly shifting regulatory environment. At Cogent Law, we don't just advise on
the law—we partner with you to build the future of finance and technology.

Contact Us

Schedule a consultation to discuss your fintech, blockchain, or cryptocurrency legal needs.
202-644-8880
info@cogentlaw.com

www.cogentlaw.com
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